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A statement from President Kyle Marrero
about the passing of Sandra Deal
August 24, 2022

All of us at Georgia Southern are deeply saddened to hear
of the passing of Mrs. Sandra Deal. An extraordinary First
Lady who served with effortless grace and kindness, she
spent countless hours traveling the state and championing a
number of initiatives on behalf of Georgia’s young people.
She was a great friend to Georgia Southern, and her impact
will resonate across this great state for generations to
come.
— Dr. Kyle Marrero, President of Georgia Southern
University
Posted in Press Releases
Jane and Kyle Marrero with former First Lady
of Georgia Sandra Deal.

Georgia Southern arts alumni return to
campus to inspire next generation of Eagles
August 24, 2022

“Continuum: Biennial Alumni Exhibition” is presented by the Betty Foy Sanders Department of
Art (BFSDoArt) at Georgia Southern University, and runs from Aug. 10 to Sept. 14 in the
Contemporary and University galleries of the Center for Art & Theatre in Statesboro.
“Celebrate and support your community.”
That’s the message from Double Eagle Jean Gray Mohs, who graduated with a Bachelor of Fine
Arts with an emphasis in painting in 2002 and later earned her Master of Fine Arts in teaching in
2008.
This mantra of supporting and engaging with the community began while she was still a student
herself. While pursuing her undergraduate degree, she and a group of her colleagues launched
their own artist collective, Stillmoreroots, around the state.
“It was a really meaningful community to help explore what we were, to create challenging,
accessible art, and to create a space for dialogue with the community,” said Mohs. “There’s an
internal support group that you could always throw any idea out and be accepting of.”

That group recently celebrated 20 years of
exhibitions with the show Common Thread |
Common Ground exhibition at the Kalmanson
Gallery in Swainsboro, Georgia, and included more
Eagle alumni such as Nick Nelson, Anthony Faris,
Brandon Tatom and Desmal Purcell.
These sustained connections with the Georgia
Southern arts community are what brought her to
another alumni-connected art exhibit: “Continuum:
Biennial Alumni Exhibition.” She, along with 15
other Eagles, have submitted their pieces to the
display hosted by their alma mater.
This monthlong exhibit is presented by the Betty
Foy Sanders Department of Art (BFSDoArt) at
Georgia Southern University, and runs from Aug. 10
to Sept. 14 in the Contemporary and University
galleries of the Center for Art & Theatre in
Statesboro. A reception will be held Friday, Sept.
2, from 5 to 7 p.m. The events are free, and the public is welcome.
This monthlong exhibit is presented by the Betty Foy Sanders Department of Art (BFSDoArt) at
Georgia Southern University, and runs from Aug. 10 to Sept. 14 in the Contemporary and
University galleries of the Center for Art & Theatre in Statesboro. A reception will be held
Friday, Sept. 2, from 5 to7 p.m. The events are free, and the public is welcome.
“Continuum” highlights the diverse professional art practices and continued creative endeavors
of BFSDoArt alumni. The exhibition showcases an interdisciplinary selection of painting,
drawing, small metals, digital design, ceramics, photography, prints, textiles, sculpture and more.
“This is a fantastic showing of what our alumni are up to these days” said Gallery Director Jason
Hoelscher, Ph.D. “The exhibition features work ranging from relatively recent graduates to those
who finished their studies in decades past. Given this breadth, it’s interesting to see the spectrum
of approaches–not only in terms of discipline or medium, but also in terms of those continually
exploring new artistic approaches, and those who relentlessly refine and perfect their technique
to open up new areas of what might otherwise seem to be established modes of artmaking.”
The exhibition features new and recent artwork by Ashley Anderson, Elizabeth Debban, Mariana
S. Depetris, William T. Dooley, Lindsey Gerow, Thyatira Grant, Susan Harmon, D’Antre Harris,
Nikolaus James, Nicole James, Zak Kelley, Tyre McDonald, Jean Gray Mohs, Cynthia L.
Rodday, Brian Russell, and Jing Zhou.
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University System of Georgia graduates will
earn over $1 million more during their
lifetimes
August 24, 2022
Graduates from the Class of 2021 —
including those from Georgia Southern
University — will earn over $1 million more
during their lifetimes than they would have
without going to college, and earning their
bachelor’s degree, according to a new
University System of Georgia (USG) study.
Conducted on behalf of USG by Jeffrey M.
Humphreys, Ph.D., director of the Selig
Center for Economic Growth in the
University of Georgia’s Terry College of
Business, the study revealed the breakdown of how much each level of higher education can add
to a USG graduate’s total earnings over the course of their lives.
“The difference higher education makes on a person’s life is dramatic,” said USG Chancellor
Sonny Perdue. “Whether you are a high school graduate trying to decide between going to
college or entering the workforce, or you are a mid-career adult wanting to improve your earning
potential by completing your degree or adding to your education, this study clearly demonstrates
a college degree in Georgia is a worthwhile investment.”
Perdue announced at the August 9 Board of Regents meeting the creation of a new
website, Georgia Degrees Pay, where students and their families can glean comparative
information on schools, majors, academic outcomes, costs and future earnings. The future
earnings tool allows users to see earnings after graduation by major and institution. It also
compares a range of earnings by academic area one, five and 10 years after graduation.
The new lifetime earnings report offers additional evidence about how earnings increase
substantially with each step up in earned degree. On average, each credential generates
additional earnings over a person’s lifetime by…
•
•
•
•
•
•

Certificate: +$238,455
Associate degree: +$377,000
Bachelor’s degree: +$1,152,500
Master’s degree: +$1,399,500
Professional degree: +$2,167,500
Ph.D.: +$2,037,500

Based on work-life earnings estimates for Georgia, the analysis showed that the 70,641 USG
graduates from the Class of 2021 can expect combined total lifetime earnings of $179 billion,
which is $60 billion more than they could expect to earn had they not gone on to college or
graduate school.
That means altogether, the collective worth of the degrees granted by USG is $60 billion.
The study shows graduates with at least a bachelor’s degree will earn over $1 million more
throughout their lives. If factoring in less-than-four-year degrees, the average amount of extra
earnings is $845,341.
The average increase in lifetime earnings fluctuates year-to-year for each graduating class
depending on how many bachelor’s degrees are awarded compared to the other degree
categories. Bachelor’s degrees have the greatest impact on lifetime earnings.
“The economic worth of a college education over the course of a graduate’s working life is
considerable,” the study stated. The full lifetime earnings report is available at USG’s website.
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